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During the hourlong jam session,
presented by the nonprofit HEARTS
(Helping Enrich the ARTS of Port
‘Washington) and the Peter and Jeri
Dejana Foundation, they performed
classic tunes from the 1940s through
the *70s, exchanged witty banter and
encouraged their roughly 300 view-
ers to join in the fun. Now their
singalongs have become a regular
thing on the third Sunday of each
month at 2 p.m.

It was no coincidence that they
served up “Cabaret” as their open-
ing number. “We’re inviting the
people to be with us. And sing with
us. That’s going to be how we start,”
said May, who serves on the board
of HEARTS. (Guests can access
lyrics beforehand at heartspw.org/
seniorsingalong.html.) Though the
singalongs are aimed primarily at
seniors, all ages are welcome to
attend, she added.

The invitation was gladly ac-
cepted by Stephanie Berger of
Port Washington. “I thought it was
incredible. It was a cold winter
day and it brought light intolthe
day and the community. It was
engaging,” said Berger, who gave
her age as “pre-Medicare.”

And yes, she did sing along while
she was cleaning her kitchen.
“Thankfully I was the only one who
could hear,” Berger joked. “Maybe
for the next one I'll start dancing.”

AN INTIMATE SETTING

Keeping it simple and safe are the
guidelines’in creating the singalongs
at Bach 2 Rock. The only perform-
ers in the studio are May and Hay-
den — who have a plastic wall be-
tween them — and an accompanist
on keyboard.

“We’ve also tried to make this
as easy as can be for the audi-
ence,” May said. “There does need
to be a certain level of technical

May, left, Hayden and keyboardst Tony Regusi mke music for seniors.

Facebook Live

Seniors Singalong
WHEN 2 p.m. the third Sunday of
ezch month :
INFO Free; faceboolk.com/
BZRPortWashingtonNY

ability or someone else in the
room with that level of technical
ability who can help them.” View-
ers can also send song requests to
heartssingalong@gmail.com.

For someone like Hayden, who's
played with Billy Joel saxophonist
Richie Cannata and Steely Dan’s Jon
Herington, the biggest challenge is
performing for an invisible audi-
ence. “It’s a bizarre medium when

~ you're used to performing live,

where you get that instant feed-
back,” said Hayden, also director of
Bach 2 Rock. “It was definitely
different from what we’re used to,
but I've done a lot of livestreaming
over the past year, so I was pretty
comfortable with it and it went
pretty smoothly.” -

THE SONGS WON'T END SOON

May is hoping as the series pro-
gresses and as social distancing
guidelines broaden that she can
expand the production. “We’re
looking at bringing in other singers
or musicians as people get vacci-
nated,” she said. “It doesn’t just have
to be the two of us. We have lots of
friends, people in this business who
would love to participate.”

And even as more venues open
up, May said the singalongs will live
on. “I still see streaming as a possi-
bility for people who cannot physi-
cally get there,” she said. “I think
there are possibilities that should
not end because we can physically
gather, because there are still some.
people who just can’t.”
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